
Lesson Plan: 3/12/12 Teaching Introductions 

Objectives: By the end of class today, students will: 

· Be able to identify the proper parts of an introductory paragraph

· Be able to use the parts of an introductory paragraph to draft their own introductions to “How To Get Ready for a School Dance”

Materials needed: 

· SmartBoard and projector

· Handouts for each student “Parts of an Introduction Paragraph” (previously handed out to students)

· Looseleaf paper for student note-taking (will be turned in at the end of class)

Activities: 

Introduction (3 minutes):

· Have students take out their “Parts of an Introduction Paragraph” handout and note sheet.
· Display SmartBoard slide with previously crafted “How to Make a PB&J Sandwich” paragraph. 
Teaching Introductions: 

· Read the paragraph out loud to students, afterwards, explaining the three main parts of the paragraph to students. 
· Ask for volunteers to identify the three main parts in the paragraph: Attention getter, transition and thesis. 

· The Attention Grabber (3 minutes): The attention grabber is used as a means of drawing the audience in to what you are writing about, and can be a startling fact or opinion, a rhetorical question, a quotation, or a description. After explaining each small part, ask students for examples of each option that they may have used in the past or are planning on using. 

· The Transitional Statement(3 minutes): After the attention grabber explanation, tell students that the next part, the transitional statement is a sort of bridge between the attention grabber and the thesis statement, making the more general attention grabber more specific. 

· The Thesis Statement (3 minutes): The final part of the introduction is the thesis statement, which explains the main idea of the essay, expressed the writer’s opinion on the topic, and indicates the structure of the essay. For the basic 5 paragraph essay model they will be relying on for this essay, students will want to focus on three main ideas. 
· On the SmartBoard, have displayed the following five topics relating to Getting Ready for a School Dance: 
· Topic 1: Jump in the shower and freshen up

· Topic 2: Decide on what to suit or dress to wear and get dressed

· Topic 3: Leave the house and head to the school

· Topic 4: Clean up your room

· Topic 5: Watch some television 
· Have student volunteers narrow down which topics do not belong (Topics 4&5)
· Class Action: have students work on formulating their own introductory paragraph based on the three topics and following the correct formula with the three parts. 
Wrap-Up (2 minutes): 

· Inform students that this format will be used as they continue to formulate writing assignments throughout the year
· Have students pass up their note sheet to the front of the room for grading (graded on participation and effort). 
Assessment of lesson plan goals:
·  Assess student knowledge of the proper parts of an introductory paragraph through discussion, looking for appropriate and accurate examples given for each part of the introduction paragraph. Also assess through accuracy in student-crafted introduction paragraphs i.e. inclusion of each part and proper formation of these parts (observed as they work and in collected papers).

· Assess student use of introductory paragraph parts through observation of student work on introductions to How To Get Ready for a School Dance, turned in to teacher at the end of the class period, looking for inclusion and proper formatting of each step as well as appropriate content. 


